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The Destruction of Education in Gaza and Reconstruction Support
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[NOTES]

[1] Definition of Scholasticide
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://scholarsagainstwar.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/02/Scholasticide-Definition.pdf

[2] Known Status of Universities in Gaza as of January 2024

https://www.middleeasteye.net/explainer-gaza-israel-palestine-war-university-destroy

“Which universities in Gaza has Israel destroyed?”
Middle East Eyes,15 May 2024

https://thenational.shorthandstories.com/isracl-gaza-war-palestine-universities/

“The War on Education: How Israel’s destruction of schools and universities will set Gaza back


https://www.jica.go.jp/oda/project/1800270/news/1553356_44953.html
https://www.middleeasteye.net/explainer-gaza-israel-palestine-war-university-destroy
https://thenational.shorthandstories.com/israel-gaza-war-palestine-universities/

decades” The National, By Nagham Mohanna and Nada AlTaher

[3] https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/scholasticide-continues-israels-ongoing-
destruction-gazas-education-system-jeopardizes-entire-generations-future-enar

[4] An Incomplete List of the Academics or Higher Education Staff Killed during Israel’s War

on Gaza https://thenational.shorthandstories.com/israel-gaza-war-palestine-universities/

“The War on Education: How Israel’s destruction of schools and universities will set Gaza back
decades” by Nagham Mohanna and Nada AlTaher
https://gufsip.org/fact-sheet-scholars-killed/

Georgetown Faculty & Staff for Justice in Palestine: Fact Sheet: Scholars Killed
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.al-fanarmedia.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/10/List-of-Scientists Academics-Killed-by-IOF-since-Oct-7th-Research.pdf
Victims of educational staff
https://gazaeducationsector.palestine-studies.org/en/educational _team

Over 100 Academics Killed In Gaza War: Posted on May 20, 2024

https://aurdip.org/en/over-100-academics-killed-in-gaza-war/

[5] https://thenational.shorthandstories.com/israel-gaza-war-palestine-universities/

[6] For example, in response to the Gaza reconstruction plan announced by U.S. President Trump in
February 2025 (which involves the construction of a smart city with the assumption of evicting
residents), the Egyptian government announced a counterproposal in March of the same year.
According to the report, the material damage caused by the Israeli military attacks is estimated at
US$29.9 billion, and the economic and social damage at US$19.1 billion (a total of US$49 billion). It
is estimated that US$53 billion will be needed for reconstruction, of which US$4.1 billion will be

allocated to education. (https://english.ahram.ore.eg/News/541424.aspx)

[7] Japan’s support program for Syrian refugees studying abroad

Japan's support program for Syrian refugees studying abroad was launched following a statement by
the Japanese government at the Ise-Shima Summit in May 2016. The following is stated in “Japan’s
main contributions to the G7 Ise-Shima Summit”:

“The SDGs Promotion Headquarters was launched on May 20th and the following contribution
measures were announced. 1. Cooperation for stabilization of the Middle East: In order to address the
root causes of the issues in the Middle East, including refugees, we will not only provide humanitarian
assistance from a short-term perspective, but also development assistance for social stabilization and
inclusive growth, such as human resource development, making use of Japan’s strengths, from a
medium- to long-term perspective. Over the next three years (2016-2018), we will provide assistance
totaling approximately $6 billion, including human resource development for approximately 20,000
people. In addition, we will dispatch a humanitarian assistance team (tentative name) of JICA experts

to refugee camps and increase the number of Syrian students accepted. (The rest is omitted.)”
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https://thenational.shorthandstories.com/israel-gaza-war-palestine-universities/
https://gufsjp.org/fact-sheet-scholars-killed/
https://gazaeducationsector.palestine-studies.org/en/educational_team
https://aurdip.org/en/over-100-academics-killed-in-gaza-war/
https://thenational.shorthandstories.com/israel-gaza-war-palestine-universities/
https://english.ahram.org.eg/News/541424.aspx

(https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/files/000158289.pdf).

Based on this statement, JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency) launched the JICA Syria
Bridge to Peace Human Resource Development Program (JISR Program) in fiscal year 2017.
According to the explanation on its website, the program “provides educational opportunities for
Syrian youth who have been deprived of the opportunity to attend school due to the Syrian crisis,” and
“within the framework of technical cooperation, Syrian youth who have fled to Jordan and Lebanon
as refugees will be accepted into Japan as exchange students from 2017.”

In addition, “This is the first time that JICA has accepted refugees as international students, and we
are implementing this project with the cooperation of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), which has expertise in refugee support.” Over the eight years from 2017 to 2024,
73 international students have been accepted. Most of them have found employment after graduation,
and an alumni organization will be established in 2023.
(https://www.jica.go.jp/overseas/syria/others/jisr/index.html)

Meanwhile, ahead of this government initiative, the private organization Japan Association for
Refugees (JAR) began supporting Syrian refugees who had fled to Turkey to study abroad in late
March 2017 (https://www.refugee.or.jp/jar/syria/).

The conditions for this support were that Japanese language schools would accept them free of charge
and that they would have to support themselves through part-time work. In supporting the international
students, the OV Association, a volunteer organization made up of people with experience working
in cooperation projects in Syria, has been working hard to support their studies and promote interaction
with the host society.

In 2021, with the support of the Watanabe Toshizo International Scholarship, Pathways Japan
(PJ) was established as an independent organization from JAR, and expanded its business to support
refugee students from Afghanistan, Myanma and Ukraine in addition to Syria, with the total number
of students supporting them reaching approximately 200 since 2017 (https://pathways-
j.org/archives/9365).

The website explains its achievements and significance as follows:

“Of the 205 people (including accompanying family members) who have been accepted into Japan
so far, 113 have graduated from the program, 34 of whom have continued on to higher education, and
of the 55 who wanted to work in Japan, approximately 76% have found employment or are working
as freelancers. For Japanese society, which is currently facing a shortage of human resources, refugees
and displaced people have overcome various difficulties and bring with them diverse experiences and

skills, providing an opportunity to encounter new human resources.”

July 8, 2025
[Author: Eiji Nagasawa, Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo]
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